
“In learning of the burning of the Capitol and the loss of the 
3,000-volume Library of Congress in 1814, Thomas Jefferson 
offered Congress his personal library as a replacement. A second 
fire in 1851 destroyed two thirds of those volumes,” said Mark 
Dimunation, Library of Congress chief of Rare Book and Special 
Collections Division. “One book that survived both fires is Thomas 
Jefferson’s original copy of The Wealth of Nations.”


